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.EMR. BROKAW; Mr, Secretary, you worked out
the details df‘a t#o-yearftransition to black majority
ruie in Rhodesia. Mr. Smith stated‘thé conditions in a
speech to Rhodesians last Friday. Now the black Presi-
dents:who have been participating in these negotiations
are.very.critical of at least an element of those con-

 ditions. What has happened?

-

SECRETARY KISSINGER: The basic proposals'that
were put_forward were;%or majoritj rule in.tWO years,
a tranéitional governmeﬁt to be established immediately;
a ccnsﬁigutibnai conference't; work out the constitution
. o - at tﬁé'end of the two years, and thosé points have been
(17 L acéepﬁed._ -
| | | Secondly, it isn't correct to say that Smith
made thése proposals. The proposals that Smith put forward.
“ - | ‘were the result of discuséions between the United States,
Greatxﬁritain, and the African Presidents prior to my meeting
ith smith. AR
o . I think one has to understand that each of these
1ead&rs-hashis own cohstituency. For African leaders

to éay‘they accept proposals of Smith is almost impossible.

.. They have indicated that'there are certain things
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2
they want to negotiate, They have indicated that they made

no preconditions. We have received messages today from

'three'@f the leaders who attended the meeting, stressing

that ﬁhey think matters are on track, and that they are

‘looking forwafd to early negotiatipns.‘

So, I think we should cut through the rhetoric
and look at the reality. And there is going to be a lot
of rhetoric in the next few weeks.

-

;'MR.-BROKAW:- But are YOu saying'that these African

. leaders have been critical for their own domestic political

purposes?

' SECRETARY KISSINGER: I am saying that obviously
there will have to be negotiations for the tramsition.

" MR. BROKAW: How many of these conditions does

Mr. Smith think are negotiable?

SECRETARY KISSINGER: The composition of the
goverhment, the allocation-of ministers, none of this has
been settled yet, This requires negotiation.

| Prior to this,‘it is quite possible for both

sides to make public statements that may seem irreconcilable.

- But we should always remember that the biggest steps

lnvebeen taken, and that the differences that remain are
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reiatively Sﬁall»coﬁpéred to the steps that have

MR. VALERIANI: Mr. Secretarf} have the African
Presidents rejected anything that they told you they would
approve, or are they upplng the ante now?

. SECRETARY KISSINGER: - The- African Presidents have
nqt’iﬁdicated a rejection of anything specific. The African
Presidénfs have made g_general statement.that they will
ndt‘@ccept‘the dictation of Smith-%ithresﬁect to all the
details.of the'ﬁransitidhal government. o

Oﬁ the other hand, what Smith has put forward was
not ﬁis‘idea, bu£ in_itsé%f.reflected‘a coﬁpromise between
many.points‘of view. -So we will have to wait until a
conférence meets to flnd out what the real differences are.

The Brltlsh are sending a minister to Africa withln
the néxt day, with,thé exélicit‘purpose of getting the

conference which all sides have now asked for to meet to

work out the details.

MR. VALERIANI: There is no chance that you are
going to go back, is there?
SECRETARY KISSINGER: There is no chance that 1

willlgo back.
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:f © MR, BROKAW:. Will tﬁé cénfeténce have'ta take place

in Rhodesia, as Mft Smith seemed’tb indicate on Fridéy

wheh ha séid it would be worked out in'Rhodesia?

. "SECRETARY KISSINGER: The locale of the con-

ference in Rhodesia was not part of those five points. And

,'I'ﬁhink‘that_the basic point is that it should meet at a

mutually agreeable place. | " : .
" MR. VALERIANI: Mr. Secretary, if I can look

back,‘it is very difficult to believe that this came about

without your putting a great deal of pressure on Rhodesia

or a great deal of pressure on South Africa to put pressure

on Rhodesia in turn. How much pressure did you have to

‘apply on South Africa? What d4id you have to promise

‘South Africa?

‘SECRETARf-KISSINGER: Wé promised nbthing to South
Afriéa; vLeaders make a decision on the bésis of their
assessment of what is likely to happen. South African
leaders‘undexstood, as the Rhodesian léaders came to
undersﬁand, that the alternative to a negotiation and to
a paaCeful settlement is an escalating war, whose outcome
would be extremely problematical for them, and which
hasxtha’great risk of expansion without changing the
outcﬁme.
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% Those were the basic facts that everybody faced.

and when those facts became clear, certain conclusions

_folloWed. ‘We did not have to kring any additional pressure

other than an.analysis of the facts.

'MR. 'VALERIANI: What is to prevent the Russians

 fth cdming in now and backing -2 faction as they did in
 Angbla;‘stirring up a civil war and having another Angola,

;which*yduware specific§lly-trying to avoid?

-

. SECRETARY KISSINGER: This has to be largely the

responsibility of the African Presidents. It is up to the

Africans to decide whether they want their continent to

" become the arena for great power rivalry. Because inevitably,

outside intervention, as a regular pattern, cannot be

ignored, or whether they want African solutions to African

problems,

-

'As far as the United States ig concerned, we

seek no sphere of influence in Africa. Up to now, the

‘Afticanjaresidents have prevented any of the outside

powers?from backing-anylone of the factions. We support this,

and if this continues, there can be a nmoderate, responsible,

.l'ahd peateful outcome to Rhodesia.

MR. BROKAW: What do you see as the United States
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 continuing role in Rhodesia during this interim period

over the two years;—- economically, in terms of assistance,

and so on?
SECRETARY KISSINGER: The immediate problem is

to bring the various parties to the conference table within

the framework of the principles. that have been laid out.

Britian has to take the lead in this, becausge
Britaih has the constitutional and historical responsibility.

We will back it up diplomatically. We have been

. in clese contact with all of the African Presidents in re-

cent days, and nothing we have heard would indicate that
this ¢§nfexen¢e will not take place.

| Afﬁer the cénference has met,‘after_the transitional
govétﬁmenﬁ is established, then it will be our policy to
encouraga‘this transitional government, and we will be pre-
pared Ed talk with anyone-about econonmi¢c and other
relationships.

| MR, BROKAW: But no commitmeﬁts have now been
made prior to the establishment of that?

SECRETARY KISSINGER: There are no secret

commitments. There are plans for economic cooperation

which are in the process of being worked out, and which will
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~ be submitted to the Congress before they are implemented.

| MR. VALEKIANI: You appatently have made a lo£
of'guaﬁﬁhtees to Rhodesian whites,‘or provisions.for
thdesiah whites. .
ﬁ__;SECRETARY KISSiNGER: That is not correct.,
MR, .\.IALERIANI: Well,  there is an international fund
of'SOmé.aort, isn't there? | ‘ _ - - .
| | .‘ éECRETARY KISSINGER: There is thg idea Of a fund

-

that¢éanfbe used for investment as well as for guarantees.

- The purpoée is not to drive the whites out but to enable

the whités to stay there.
| €.§:MR- VALERIANI: Why should the American taxpayer
provide that kind of guarantee forthodesian whites?
ijf.SECRETARY KISSINGER: ﬁecause the conseguences

of a race war in southern Africa, with foreign intervention,

and of the radicalization of all of Africa, which would

be the aiternative, would cost the American taxpayer
ihfiditely‘more than what we are thinking about now might
cost.

“MR. BROKAW: What is the next step in South Africa,

in that éountry?' What kind of pressure does this put now

~on Prime Minister Vorster?
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SEC&ETARY KISSINQER; I think.South Africa has tol
féce ﬁhe necessity of chahge, and the domestic pressuraé
that its system has imposed, and Prime‘Minister Vorster
will have to'consider what the evolution of his own

country should be.

.- MR. BROKAW: In the pot too distant future?
SECRETARY KISSINGER: In the not too distant
MR. BROKAW: After Rhodesia has' a change to
majority rule?’

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I do not want to go into

-‘details bf what the South African Government should do.

Buthmost théughtful Sﬁuth Africans I met realize that
$omé.changes were necessary.

' MR. BROKAW: Mr. Secretary, Very briefly,
is'this the iast of your ﬁajor shuttle diplomacy efforts in

far distant points? Can you foresee any other place you

will have to go?
SECRETARY KISSINGER: Not before the election.

MR. BROKAW: Thank you, very much, Mr. Secretary.
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